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1871. La Fin des Notables—also Daniel Halevy's phrase—had
come even before La RSpublique des Dues. But like the greater
nobility, they left their mark on the Constitution, since it was
indeed their own child.
When the Republic fell into the hands of the Republicans,
both greater and lesser nobility withdrew to their chateaux, from
which only the crises of 1870-1 had first drawn them, and took
a larger share in the social and economic life than in the politi-
cal life of the Republic. With an attitude varying from mono-
lithic aloofness to one of positive disdain and bitter contempt,
they held apart from active public life, save in their own nar-
row locality. The Annuaire de la Noblesse de France went on ap-
pearing regularly, from its foundation in 1843 right through
the Republic. Therein, at least, the supporters of the three rival
houses of France at last merged—Bourbon, Orleanist and Bona-
partist—in a concerted effort to keep alive their titles and pedi-
grees. Therein the lesser nobility created by all three dynasties
recorded their births, marriages and deaths, and their centen-
ary celebrations. In 1935 maybe found recorded,significantly,
the researches of the Due de Gramont into methods of anti-
aircraft defence; the appointment of General de Castelnau as
Conservator of the Conde Museum in Chantilly; and the
election of the Marquis de Bonneval in succession to the Baron
de Bussiere as President of the Commission Frangaise de Bridge.*
A medium of continued aristocratic influence, of scarcely less
importance than those already mentioned, was the Church. On
the social borderline where old gentry and new bourgeoisie
tended to merge, stood the folk who mostly filled the upper
1 Whoever has not savoured the delicious snobbery of the
Annuaire de la Noblesse de France has not fully understood the Third
Republic. Produced mainly by the highly prolific writer, the Comte
Georges de Morant, it reminds its readers: *Une notice inser^e dans
I'Annuaire de la Noblesse de France, Nobiliaire precieux, est con-
servee dans les Families, a la Bibliotheque Nationale a Paris et dans
toutes les principales Bibliotheques du Monde.9 It also points out (hi
1935) that 'Quatre Dues d'Angleterre, jeunes, beaux et riches, sont
en qu6te de Duchesses', and provides details of their pedigrees, castles,
wealth and expectations.

